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“Can you imagine a bridge from your family’s past to the present?”

A asks about my two grandmothers: about a possible knowledge about secrets in
their lives.

| don't know if | can from a small child’s perspective sense something hidden made
conceivable to me today. All is hidden, most of the fragments of life I've spent with
them and all the questions | had when | met them in my teens, were never answered.
Was it because coming too near was frightful since their husbands abandoned them
both — | would ask things too close? Was it because of shame and was it because
women’s lives as singles both after their forties and the rest of their lives were hidden
and should so be? As both mussels, they were in all respects totally opposite. In one
respect Astri is still with dreams and esoteric experience Gerda is somewhat down-
to-earth and sarcastic about the other — Gerda sarcastic about Astris's spirituality as
being somewhat weird, making her uncomfortable. So having a daily life with my
grandmothers was not the case, still, when | met them | loved it and had a lot of urge
to know about their lives and the times around their lives born in the last decades of
the nineteen hundreds. Growing up during two wars though in Sweden, Gerda in
Stockholm and Astri in the countryside child of a S"apmi person forced to be resident
as a stationmaster and a Swedish woman of the lands and the other a city child of
one migrant cabinetmaker to Stockholm from the countryside, forced to make a living
married with a city girl. Gerda’s mother died young from cholera which was very
common these days; | think Gerda at the age of seven never could make it really
after that. Astri was a child of big interest in the spiritual sides of existence and
became both musician and a good painter, she never had the chance to exist from
her art, but she never stopped creating works by hand. Gerda always made her own
clothes. Astri believed in reincarnation and where in space can she be now? There; is
a secret! Gerda was a very good singer and participated in plays and other public
performative religious artworks here in Visby's many big churches, in Gotland, where
| am writing this. Her beloved daughter Gunnel dies of cancer in her forties, another
trauma for Gerda, silenced, even more, making sarcasm a way to kill the spiritual
aspects even more.

As | said, both were abandoned by their husbands; Gerda had to flee with her
children to Stockholm from an aggressive alcoholic husband and Astri kept migrating
around the country all her life abandoned by her husband for another woman. They
both lived long lives up to ninety-six and their lives stretched over a period in western
history with deceases, war, and expansion of capitalism in Sweden the growth of a
developed social security net with the distribution of Swedish economic wealth was
relatively functioning. | am happy that they could somehow benefit from it.

Both lives are secret; underneath what | could get them to spell out also sense from
underneath words, expression, body language and all in between letters only secret
lives hidden both in the dark, in the deep frozen but with the hands talk the same
language holding something that pours between the fingers, trying to drink their
wisdom and sorrows. Perhaps they could reveal something of their hidden since |



was very eager to know. Perhaps | could see some of their core and | sense their
love still, hope they sense mine.

Thank A for asking this question, bless you.
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«Moxxeme nu bl npedcmasume MOCM U3 MPOWI020 8aweli ceMbU 8 Hacmosiujee ?»
A. cnipawugaem o 08yx Moux babywkax: 0 03MOXHOM 3HaHUU CEKPemoe UX XU3HU.

A He 3Hato, Mo2y U 51 C MOYKU 3pEeHUsT MasleHbKo20 pebeHKa owymume 4mo-mo
CKpbImoe, cmasuwiee MbICTUMbIM 01t MEHS1 Ce200HS? Bce cKkpbimo, 60s1bLWUHCME0
pacmMeHmMOo8 XU3HU, KOmophble 5 rpoeesia C HUMU, U 8Ce 80rPOChkl, KOmMopbIe y
MeHs 6binu, koeda S ecmpemura ux 8 NodpocmKo8oM go3pacme, ocmarsuck 6e3
omeema.

b6b1r10 nu amo nomomy, 4mo cruwWKoM 61u3Ko nodxodums bbisiIo cmpawHo, makK Kak
ux Myxbsi 6pocursnu ux oboux — s bl 3adarsna criuWKOM UHMUMHbIe 80rpocki? bbimno
JIU 3mMo u3-3a cmbida Usnu U3-3a mMo20, YMO XU3Hb XXeHWUH maKux OOUHOKUX KaK
rocsie copoka, mak u 00 KOHUa Ux XUu3Hu bbirna cokpbima u 0osmkHa bbina bbimeb
makou. Kak 08e cmopoHbI Muduu, oHU bbiriu 80 8CEX OMHOWEHUSIX CO8EPUWIEHHO
rnpomueornonoxHel. C 00HOU cmopoHbl Acmpu 8ce ewe ¢ Mmedymamu u
330mepuyecKuM orbimom, ['epda xe HeCKONbKO Nnpu3eMsieHa u capKkacmuyHa 8
OomHoweHuu Opyaux - ['epda capkacmudecku omHocumcs K dyxoeHocmu Acmpu,
cyumasi ee HeCKosIbKO CmMpaHHoU, 8bi3bigarowieli y Hee duckomgopm. Tak 4ymo
rnoecedHesHoU Xu3Hb ¢ Moumu b6abywkamu He bbina, HO Koeda s ecmpemura ux,
MHE 3MO U MOHPAasuUsIoCh, U Yy MeHS bbIio CunbHOEe XefaHue y3Hampe 00 UX XU3HU U
8peMeHax, C8s13aHHbIX C UX XU3HbH, poOUBLUUXCS 8 rocriedHue decsamunemus
dessimHaduyamozo eeka. Bbipocuwiue 80 epemMsi d8yx 80UH, xoms U 8 Llleeyuu, epda
8 Cmokaornbme u Acmpu 8 cesibCKolU MecmHocmu, pebeHoK canmu (MarnoqucreHHbIU
cesepHbIl Hapod), 8bIHY)XOEHHbIU rNPoXxusame 8 Kadecmee HadyaslbHUKa cmaHuuu, u
weedka u3 0epeesHu, a Opyaasi - 20podcKoli pebeHOoK 00HO20 KpacHoOepesUUKa-
MuzpaHma 8 CmokaosibM u3 OepeesHU, 8bIHYXXOEeHHO020 3apabambiéamb Ha XU3Hb U
)XeHamozao Ha 20p0odcKoU desyLKe.

Mamb epObi ymepria Moriodol om xosepkbl, Komopasi 8 Hawu OHU bbiria 04YeHb
pacrnipocmpaHeHa; 5 dymaro, ymo epda 8 so3pacme cemu 5iem HUKoa0a He Moeasa
Hu4e20 docmudb rocrie amoeao. Acmpu ¢ demcmea rnposerisna 6051bwol UHMepec K
OyX08HbLIM CMOPOHaM Cyuw,ecmeosaHusi U cmarsia 00HO8PEMEHHO My3bIKaHMOM U
XOPoWwUM XyOOXHUKOM, y Hee HUKoada He bblrio 803MOXHOCMU Cyujecmeosams 3a
cyem ce80e20 UCKyccmea, HO OHa HUkozda He nepecmasarsna co3dasameb
rnpouseedeHus spy4Hyto. [epda eceeda wurna cebe o0exdy. Acmpu eepura 8
peuHKapHauuo u 20e oHa celivac Moxem bbimb 8 Kocmoce? Bom - cekpem! [epda
bbir1a o4eHb xopouwel nesuyel U ydyacmeoesarsna 8 criekmakisisx u opyaux rnybrudHbIX
rnepghopmMamueHbIX rpou3eedeHUsIX Periuauo3H020 UcKyccmea 30echb, 80 MHO2UX
bonbwux uepkesix Bucbr, Ha flomnaHde, 20e s nuwy amu cmpoku. Ee nobumasi
0o4b [yYHHENb yMupana om paka 8 8o03pacme Copoka siem, 4Ymo S8UsioCk euwe 00HOU
mpasmou 05 ['epdbl, ewe enywe 3amandueaemou, Ymo Oeslaem capkaam
criocobom ewe 6onbuwe ybumbs OyX08HbIE acreKkmei.



Kak s yxe cka3sana, oboux 6pocunu myxbs; ['epde npuwiocb 6exambs ¢ 0embMu 8
CmoKea05ibM 0m agpeccusHO20 MyxXa-asiko2osuka, a Acmpu 8CHo XXU3Hb Momarsiach

o cmpaHe, bpoweHHas Myxem padu Opyaou xeHuwuHbl. OHU 0ba rnpoxusnu 0osnazyt
XKU3Hb 00 0esssTHOCMa wecmu, U UX XU3Hb pacmsiHyrnacb Ha rnepuod 3anadHou
ucmopuu ¢ 6onesHsamMuU, 80UHaMU, aKcrnaHcuel Kanumanusma, xoms e Llleeyuu pocm
passumou cucmembl coyuanibHo20 obecriedeHus ¢ pacrpederieHUemM weeoCcKo20
9KOHOMU4Yecko2o bozamcmea bblr1 OmHocUuMeilbHO QOYHKUUOHUpYowum. 5 pada 3a
mo, 4Ymo OHU MO2/lu XOMb Kak-mo u38/1e4b U3 3mMoao r101b3Y.

O6e Xxu3HuU maliHbl; o0 mem, 4mo s Moasia 3acmasume UX pacckasamb makxe
CMbICIT U3-r100 CJ108, 8bIpaXeHUs, A3bika mesa u 8cez2o, Ymo Mexoy bykeamu,
MmosibKO malHble XU3HU, CKpbImMble U 8 MeMHOMe, U 8 a/1y60KOM MOopOo3e, HO C
pyKamu, 2080pSUUMU Ha OOHOM S3bIKe, 0epxKa 4mo-mo, 4Ymo fibemcs MeXoy
nanbyamu, rblmasicb Harnumbcsi Ux Myadpocmu u nedasnu. Bo3MOXHO, OHU Mo2iu
PacKpbIMb YMO-MO U3 CB0E€20 COKPOBEHHO20, MaK KaK MHe OYEeHb HEe mepresioch
amo y3Hame. Bo3aMOXHO, g cMmoay ysudemb Yyacmb ux sidpa u 0o cux rop 4yecmeyro
ux nntobos8b, HaderCb, OHU Yy8CM8Yom MOI0.

Cnacubo, 3a sonpoc.. briazodapto



